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ws  Dai:sric  aid  '.<'oiitJioH  siJii/Tior  aid  tkj  )’0V3i.di>ts 

oP  YOlTilO  bll'GU  TI’ J  I’JD  OP  '  ORLli  ’  AR  I  UirTIL 

tit:  SI;0’:A  ilA 


Our  country  jarticli.  .sd  in  \,’orld  .ar  I  for  the  spke  | 

of  the  Allvanoe,  fighting  on  the  si'.e  of  the 

Allies  ego  i  net  Gji;. ’AJ'Y  an  I  the  ovner  uec.hais  of  the  central 
Towera,  Hov/cver,  o-.ca^'t  for  driving  f.vay  Gerican  Influence 
from  the  Con:ia'.ut  of  11’I.iA  sad  tho  reeifio  Ocean,  des¬ 
patching  a  part  of  our  fleet  to  the  iloliterraneen  Sea,  end 
supplying  the  Aliioa,  chiefly  HOyslA  v/lth  e  oe>  tain  quan¬ 
tity  of  erns,  v.’e  did  little  flighting-,  IJven  in  the  siege 
operations  egeinet  T.'iIIOTAO,  v/hioh  v/cs  our  rrlncipal  action, 
we  despatched  only  e  little  nore  th«»n  one  division.  Tha 
number  of  rlrplenes  used  was  negligible.  Thereafter,  v/hile 
all  the  Tov/ei'a  v/ore  vaping  a  deeper  .te  f  l^Tht  during  ”'orld 
Var  I,  %/e  v.'ere  rainly  engared  in  peaceful 'industry  and 
did  no  nore  than  supi  ly  the  %;ofld  v/ith  our  products, 

Fow  the  arxircient  of  each  country  before  ’'orld  V.^r  I 
consip.ted  chiefly  of  rifles  end  fira-arus.  Tanks  haa  not 
yet  cone  into  existence,  end  autoo»a+.ic  fire-arus  were  still 
in  the  cradle.  Thenceforth,  v/ith  the  development  of  air- 
plonua,  newly  invented  anis  appeared  one  after^nother  and 
the  method  of  fighting  unuerwent  groat  changes.  The  re- 
enfoi'cenont  of  the  nllltery  force  took  the  fccia  of  nr.  over¬ 
all  war.  Thus  in  every  country  great  strides  v;ere  made  in  ' 
the  people's  interest  in  war  end  their  close  observation  of 
Intornetlonal  affairs,  ana  the  mode  of  f .org/doc/81b4i 
epooh-meklng  period  of  ronovttlcn.  At  the  seno  time  this 
situation  teught  us  the  necessity  of  studying  rxre  pro¬ 
foundly  Internctlorxl  lew  then  ever.  At  any  rete  for  three 
jreers  end  a  half  of  ''or Id  ’''r  I,  eroh  country  oonoentreted 


1  -s 


f 


'  >~l  >  ~l  I  ~l 


L  L”  ” 


r 


3rf^  Doc,  674 

It-  InaustrUl  production  to  the  .•trnufnoturo  or  ,rm.  i„ 


v» 


- -  uiuio,  in 

the  tattloriold.  on  the  tosln  or  tlu.  experience  ^Ined  In 
tte  vu,r.  both  ettecx  end  derun-e  ttctlca  tu.ae  prent  strldoe 
thereby  utterly  cbtn«l„«  prc-,...r  tectlce.  The  proyresa  m  ’ 
the  txnurecture  or  tanks,  alrplenua.  eutctetlo  rire-.rna 
eee  or  ■mechanized  units  tnd  Inproyofonta  In  electric  con- 
-unlcetlon  tude  roaalble  riyhtlnr.  over  r  breed  area.  Tl.ua 
troueht  about  the  rirat  ate.c  or  conblned-land-aecand 
elr-uarrare,  so-called  treat  wr  type,  durln,.  •.;orid  v;ar  I. 
wter  ..orld  ••■ar  I,  m  the  Povora  tried  on  the  one  hand 
their  best  to  build  a  post-uar  typo  or  complete  triphibious, 
or  end-sea-and-clr,  artanents  on  the  basis  or  the  rich 
exrerlence  gained  In  forld  Uar  I.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
hid  their  utmost  to  avoid  another  such  ,mr,  rnd  to  tnke 
errengamenta  among  the  Povera  coneornln.;  security  Including 
dlser,x.»ant  In  order  to  recover  their  notional  strength 
during  the  poat-wr  period  end  h.  atoned  to  dispose  or  the 
surplus  or, ■amenta  .xn  urseturad  during  the  ear.  i:oreov.r. 
orld  her  I  v,os  tte  ,-reatost  wr  on  record,  "ith  the 
peoples  or  various  countries  turning  their  eyes  avay  iron 
the  eretched  spectacle  cousU  by  poison  gas,  riomo-threwers 
end  sir  raids;  peace  sentiment  reached  the  hlgh-veter  orrk, 
and  paecerul  st,.osphere  prevelled  throughout  the  v,orld. 

This  «ts  hutxn  nature  ond  It  ,.ea  .julte  notural  that  men 
Should  do  their  host  to  avoid  the  recurrence  or  such  e 
ervet  uer  In  order  to  promote  the  weir, re  or  arnnklnd. 

In  Short,  both  srmsmenta  end  tcctl:s,  developed  et  t»o 

hounds,  rrom  the  pre-ear  type  mte  the  most  modern  p„st-w„r 

type.  I'or  the  tilnte.u.nce  or  etern,  1  pe,c„  m  the  vend, 

verlous  conforancos  v/ore  hold  rnd  itny  t 

iisonts  conoludod.  But  it  i*-  r* 

ii-it  It  le,  rorlly  ro£rottebl«  thrt,  in 
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spite  or  thoso  verious  c  rrf  n^eiuCiitn,  suspicions  rorxinod,  cii 
it  is  clop.r  th£t  thu  rowers  w^rc  bont  on  building  nrnacients 
adppted  to  tho  now  ere.  So  a  renar^ebls  doveloj-mont  in 
tanks  ana  eirj lanes  was  scon,  Tiiouph  the  troatioa  prohlbi 
ted  the  use  or  poison  ^s  or  resort  to  fir-raids,  all  tho 
Tov/era  vied  \/ith  one  another  la  p^opfring  ges-ciasks  and 
adopting  c.o.3Si;res  for  the  defense  of  cities.  Judging  frot. 
this,  it  seeris  that,  in  spite  of  their  desperate  efforts 
for  tho  establlshiitint  of  peace,  they  were  lacking  in  tho 
philosophic  ooncoptica  ccnpriai-^  viev/s  of  life,  world,  end 
the  universe,  which  should  be  tho  1  uf.JFj,ontal  principle  of 
peace,  and  also  lacking  in  sincerity  to\ard  love  of  c^nklnd. 
Be  tho  i£ttor  vhrt  it  uay,  notwithstsnclng  the  efforts  of 
the  intelligentsia  of  tho  \;orld,  tho  niturtion  did  rot  go 
toyond  tho  state  of  cf  nouf Icfi-cd  poaco,  I'eturally,  to  our 
groat  regrot  there  ves  r  gonern  1  tendency  x’or  every  country 
to  speed  up  the  ccr;pl«tion  of  notional  def-jnse  frou  tho 
point  of  vie\’  of  solf-defcnso.  Such  was  the  state  of  thin’ 
during  f.nd  after  b'orld  V/rr  I,  The  Powers  that  bed  jc-ployed 
enoriious  nilltcry  forces  in  the  h^ttlolields  of  iluropo  made 
reixrkcble  progress  in  various  sjheras  by  dint  of  their  par¬ 
ticipation  in  a  \.er  in  v.hich  their  fates  v/ere  at  stake.  On 
the  other  hand,  looking  tack  upon  the  state  of  tffrirs  in 
our  country,  it  is  rotrettible  tv  at,  because  of  our  coun¬ 
try's  remote  distr  nce  froLi  tho  r^in  tfttlcflolds  of  IXirope, 
v.e  held  aloof  frou  the  warfare  f  nu  all  ideas  concerning  v/ar, 
with  the  result  that  v.o  fell  behind  the  tir.os  v/hen  every¬ 
thing  WF3  progressing  in  dead  earnest,  1/aturailly  v/e  lost 


soundness  of  tl.ou‘>ht  end  custons,  and  there  was  a  general 
twndcncy  of  decadence  tt.ong  our  people.  At  this  juncture 
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bed  b(;cn  ettclnod  durln.'  ’"orld  Mcr  I,  our  nrtlonrl  doxonse 
bed  ntturolly  roia’ir.Md  in  tho  stett;  of  jTo-V/or  tyre.  And 
I  yet  Qiiidst  ouch  r  steto  of  rffelrs,  tho  rrcui.v.nt  vbet  trrx- 

'  nunts  Vi'cTu  unnwCtiSSi'.ry  evf-.yod  tho  v^hclo  nation;  thus  brin^-  | 

ing  about  c  surious  siturticn.  On  tho  oth-r  bond,  t.io  | 

sincoru  vish  for  security  of  poec^  v.liich  v.ta  trovod  in  I 

I 

Pluropo  finrlly  ru&ultbd  in  thu  ootr. blisluaont  of  tho  L.aguo  | 

of  Nations.  llovoVor,  os  it  noo.*a  thrt  tho  skoloton  of  its  I 

structuro  v/as  plannod  liostly  with  roforonco  to  ^ropo,  the 
Loeguo  uppwtrod  to  bo  of  socondary  inporttneo  to  the  actucl 
situation  of  tho  Orient  v/hich  vos  f:.r  c\<ey  froti  the  rxin 

bettlof iold . 

Looking  bf  ck  upon  the  strto  of  rfffirs  in  tho  ber  .'lest 
at  that  tiiio,  v/o  find,  I’.uch  to  our  rogrot,  incossrnt  civil 
wars  going  on  in  Chine,  vhich  should  bo  our  etcrnrl  friend. 

I 

It  was,  so  to  spof-k,  en  ego  of  rival  werlords,  such,  that 
ovon  tho  cxistonce  of  sovoroignty  v'cs  th.roo toned,  ’-^spoclellj 
in  Ii  no)!urie,  which  h^d  tho  closost  rolt  tion  with  our  coun¬ 
try,  tho  state  of  rfffirs  v;<  s  vory  disturbing.  And  though 
I  do  not  kno>/  tho  rocson,  tnti-foreijn  Sentir.vnt  \/os  thon 
\  rci.pcnt  in  China,  and  anti-J' pf  noSo  fooling  and  enti- 

Jcpf  noSo  education  v.'oro  r.uch  encouraged  in  spito  of  tho  feet 
thrt  Jr  pun,  taking  tho  intentions  of  tho  I'ov/ors  into  con¬ 
sideration  end  in  cccordcnco  v/ith  hor  original  doclrrotion 
roturr.od  to  China,  Teingtao,  v/hioh  sho  hrd  captured  from  ' 

Ooi’tx-ny  with  bloody  sacrificos.  Tho  fa  to  of  Outer  liongol,  i 

too,  was  quito  uncertain,  "nd  a  general  feoling  of  unrost 
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incrucsod  in  the  adjacent  regions.  In  Choson,  tho  lanzri 
Incident  broke  out.  Soviet  Russia  steadily  pushed  eastward, 
hor  various  ostublishaients  ana  the  relation  botwoou  Soviet 
Russia,  end  our  country,  which  hxd  teen  steadily  stabilized 
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tho  restore tlon  of  diplonrtlc  roletlons  botweon  tho 
tv/o  oountritifi,  did  not  inprovy  to  tho  extent  desired,  duo 
to  tho  provoettions  crutod  by  tho  Pbortivo  fttor.pt  of  a 
curtain  Ccisuke  f  Coimuniat,  to  kill  the  i^ipt-ror 

(tho  then  Prince  Hv.pent  )  v/ho  vts  rldiu"  on  rutor.cbilo  at 
Toronoaon,  A  fri.ndly  feeling  botv.oen  .Jn^lrnd,  ;a:orlcf 
and  Jtptn  continued  to  exist,  but  the  donunciction  of  the 
/ji£'lo-Jrpcne&a  Alllrnco  end  recii  1  dlsoricilnction  o^inst 
tho  Japanese  by  tho  United  States  caused  son^.  gaps  in  the 
suntliuunts  botv.'oen  Japan  and  thosa  t\'o  oountilos,  such  that 
by  tho  uiddlu  years  of  the  Trlsho  Jim,  people  of  Intolll- 
gunou  Ofjiio  to  ontertt  in  grave  ocnourn  over  the  situation. 

That  is  to  say,  the  situation  in  the  Orient  follcwinc  V/orld 
V/rr  I  had  not  boon  so  stabilized  fs  in  jJurope,  but  rather 
aggravated  than  in  pre-v/t'.r  deys,  such  that  the  rcturl 
state  of  affairs  could  hardly  be  tiepsured  by  the  slnplo 
ordinary  rules.  This  is  v/hy,  on  the  occasion  of  the  cste.b» 
lishiiont  of  the  League  of  li-tlons,  I  prayed  for  the  success 
f.nd  the  realization  of  its  lofty  ideals  and  spirit  through 
the  rpFlloctlon  of  its  ixicHnery  in  confortJ-ty  v/lth  the 
actual  strte  of  things  in  each  leglon.  The  foregoing 
descriptions  glvu  on  outline  of  the  international  situation 
aurroundinf,  cur  country  in  the  period  follo\/ing  ’..'or Id  Vltr  I. 

Now  looking  upon  tho  nctionrl  defense  ustc blishuents 
of  our  country  under  such  surrounding  cirousistancos,  I 
could  not  but  recognize  that  thoy  v/ere  left  in  their  pre¬ 
war  status,  fnlllng  behind  those  of  other  countries  during 
\(0rld  iior  I  and  shov.lng  no  trace  of  proGfess,  being  as 
poor  in  onplpcient-and  aroanent  as  eve#yRLj}vi^l^wapa^gaya«jst<ag/doc/8ib46d/ 
machine-guns,  not  to  speak  of  rirplcnes  and  tenks,  Wero 
sccroely  distributed  to  the  rrriy.  Such  being  tho  case. 


-  5  - 


pll-round  nr.ncuvurs  v/uPs,  utterly  out  of  the  ruostlon.  The 
rciOplo  rt  Irrgo  t  bused  the  rriiy  re  cood-for-nothins;  rnd  not 
worth  its  8<  It,  fuel  not  only  rufusi-d  to  civo  the  nc.Cu&SRry 
budget,  tut  rlso  huld  It  in  contenft,  L-t  t^e  give  sono 
expnplea: 

fhu  soluiors,  in  their  shfi;  battles  v.’uro  given 
suf 11  pieous  of  plonk  rnd  su  11  rods  instecd  of 
tit  chine-puns,  S»zll  flceia  \.erv.  used  rs  tf.rgets, 

Thosb  soldiers,  v<ho  had  been  r-cruited  from  the 
extr^uely  impoverished  rurr  1  cotitiuaities,  wero 
obliged  to  go  through  the  trneuvers  by  ntking 
iiiitc  tion  sounds  of  txohine-guns  by  merns  of  these 
suf  11  pieces  of  plonk  rnd  sxifll  rods.  In  plrce  of 
ret  1  tf-nks,  r.odels  of  ti  nks  tirdo  of  nov/sprpers  were 
used,  Tv/o  soldiers,  carrying  this  model  tt nk  mrrche  d 
crying  "Trnk,  tenki"  It  v/rs  'galntt  this  pep^r  tenk 
thf.t  rn  enti-tenk-shen-fight  >/cs  prtctlscd.  A  stxll 
prper  model  tlrplrne  rlt  ced  ft  the  top  of  o  bt  r  boo 
stick  v/tis  crrrled  by  e  soldier,  who  cri^/d,  "Airplane, 
rlrplonej"  Agf  inst  this  cn  rrti-rlrcrrft-shci.-fight 
wes  prrctlced.  At  thet  time  mu  hr d  no  poison  grs 
txsks,  no  motor  cers,  cna  no  wireless  telegrt ph 
cppcrctus.  The  soldiers  vrere  oblicfad  to  wocr  their 
clothing  so  long  tht  t  it  v.rs  so  worn  out  es  to  look 
like  t  house-cloth,  /tnd  the  soldiers  were  so  much 
tfrcld  of  v/et  rlng  out  their  boots  thrt  they  v/ere 
obliged  to  perform  bt yonet  exercises  br refooted. 

So  v.'ero  the  provisions.  The  expenses  rllowed  for 
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subsidlrry  articles  of  diet  v/ere  so  nergre  tht  t  the 
food  offered  v/rs  neturrlly  brd.  Fuel  for  stoves  wps 
so  sernty  thrt  trees  in  the  j'rrds  of  brrecks  hrd  to 
bo  cut  down  to  be  used  rs  fuel  insterd,  Tho  brrrccks 
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wero  infestgd  wltii  tortiltos  pnd  bed-bugs,  but  no  budget 

I 

\/es  provided  for  tholr  uxtornlnrtlon.  Tl.d  furniture  end  4 

ertlolus  of  the  officers*  rssonbly  hell  viota  derxcQ^i  the  ^  , 
ourtnlns  looked  like  rrgs,  chairs  wore  broken,  end  carpets 
torn.  It  bccnr.e  so  herd  to  ij-intfin  the  officers'  ossucibly 
hell  66  to  t.fke  tlroe  i.ocls  r  dty  difficult  that  they  were 
constrelnud  to  sell  precious  EieL.orlf  Is  to  defrey  necwssary 
expenses.  Moreover,  v;hr,t  by  reduction  of  their  self.rles,  | 

end  v/lif.t  by  ulevrtlon  of  thu  standard  of  living,  the  private 
life  of  oi'fiowrs  becriiO  so  difficult  that  they  could  hrrdly 
feed  their  fejuilles.  To  sry  nothing  of  clothing,  they  hrd 
to  live  in  qu»  rters  side  by  side  with  those  of  tho  lo\/er 
clrssus.  i:uoh  less  could  they  afford  to  enploy  rrld  ser¬ 
vants.  Electric  lights  v;ere  not  sufficient  at  night.  Thu 
nlsera  tie  life  of  Junior  officers  who  hod  frnilles  w'-s  be¬ 
yond  doscrlptlon,  so  iiuch  so  that  they  lacked  tho  energy 
necessary  to  porforii  their  dally  duties,  /aid  on  account 

of  tho  confusion  of  thought  and  thu  prev;  lonce  of  peaceful 
ataosjhero,  the  ercy  v/c  s  duoi'.ud  unnecessary,  reopl-  at 
large  looked  doiai  upon  the  soldiers  end  oft-n  (bused  thun  • 

in  the  trolley  cars,  saying  the t  the  spurs  of  th-ir  boots 
v/oru  6  nuisrnce.  Once  trouble  arose  when  an  officer  at  thu 
head  of  (i  group  of  soldiers  was  branded  ca  an  idiot  by  o 
streut-oa.r  conductor  bece  use  he  got  in  the  conductor's  way.  , 
Such  instances  are  too  nuaierous  to  be  i.entloned. 

Such  \.63  the  general  attitude  of  the  people  ot  largo 
toward  the  arty,  end  this  wrs  the  first  end  chief  reason 
why  young  iien  at  largo,  ospoclelly  young  offlcors,  cf  r.;c 
to  entertf  in  surlously  various  thoughts  and  scntiaiunts. 
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thJy^woro  ft  tho  tottou  of  inrovortBbr.ont  on  recount  of 
thu  pof.t-\if  r  doprosslon,  Irny  r  nlddlw-clfss  frrr.wr  ba- 
erno  brnkrupt,  rnd  rs  for  Unj  srifll  fjrnors,  tbdr  oonditioj 
wet  roclly  fj'poilinc.  Tkw  ^nllstod  conscripts  prcctlcod 

In  tk-  dtyti:.u  tho  r  tovv,-doscrlb^d  childish  oh:t.  bfttlcs 
end  ft  night  in  the  corners  of  the  borrreks  thero  v/oro 
hufrd  the  sobbings  of  those  young  i.on  vho  wore  crying  ft 
tho  thoug  ht  of  the  streight-ned  circu£*8t^  nces  of  tholr 
friuilies.  Innocent  rna  pure-herrted  young  officers  who 
ere  rosponslblo  for  the  educftion  fnd  upbringing  of  these 

conscripts  v;ith  v.hou  they  were  in  touch  dey  end  night,  et 
Irst  erne 'to  be  concerned  v.ith  tho  slturtion,  •Their  spirit 
which  rogrrded  fri.o  f  nd  woe  1th  with  utter  Indlfferoncc 
in  tl.elr  devotion  to  the  cruse  of  nr.tlonal  defonso,  begon 
to  pry  speclfl  fttv^ntion  to  the  problens  of  politics, 
econojilcB,  rnd  thought.  First  of  rll,  they  cried  loudly 
for  tho  relief  of  the  rurc  1  corir.unltlos,  ecrnestly  hep-d 
for  the  stebillzrtion  of  the  people’s  life,  rnd  deiiJnded 
the  self-pwh-oninr  of  pollticrl  rnd  flntnclrl  circles. 

And  they  vjerc  desirous  of  strengthening  nrtlonrl  def-nse 
ft  Icpst  to  the  extent  of  bringing  it  up  to  the  type  during 
’.’Olid  \«r  I,  if  not  to  the  post-wi  r  ty,e  on  the  sm.o  leVel 
with  tlxt  of  the  other  Powers,  so  f s  to  obteln  the  feeling 
of  Security  fgrinst  the  strte  of  f  iTf irs  then  provclllng. 

It  EoeMS  thft  they  v/ore  ccrried  fwty  by  the  ZePl  to  c*t 
in  conforuity  v/lth  the  Ir.perli  1  wishes  to  contribute  to 
tho  pesce  of  the  world. 

On  the  other  hfnd,  the  stf  te  of  sooirl  of  ft  irs  of  ou: 

Annntru  wi  A  Auch  thct  ov.lng  to  the  business  boor,  during 
country  Wt  S  suen  em  ^  t.  PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/81b46d/ 

\;orld  h’er  I,  people  hrd  drifted  into  luxurious  rnd  llcenti 
ous  hr  bits,  prices  sof red  up,  end  soon  thereofter  r  finrn- 
cifl  prnlc  set  in.  Vlowed  fron  the  outside,  tho  govornr.or. 
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euthorltlos  lrok<^d  rdi-.inistwtlvo  nbllity,  rnd  s^vo  tho 
puoplc  the  Inpr'jselon  thrt  they  v’wrc  rbsorb^d  in  jursulnp 
only  fffio  end  \, of  1th.  /.  sifn  of  dogrcdctlon  end  corruption 
boG*  n  to  loofw  in  thu  pollticel  world.  Tho  brrins  of  the  /jtiy 
v/oro  clso  drcv;n  into  tlu)  vortex  end  Ir.ckod  the  spirit  of 
froshnjss.  Bribery  cpses  occuircd  one  rfter  mother,  end 
the  decorctions  scrndol  caused  tlie  pecjlu  to  knit  their 
brows.  Autoiiouous  govoruuont  units,  Irrge  end  six  11, 
including  Tokyo  City,  wore  so  cerruptod  thst  they  v/oro 
cociieonly  celled  the  pandee.onluiJ3  of  corruption.  The  strife 
botv/oun  tho  t\iO  big  politict  l  prrties  hrri.ed  tho  sound  do- 
volopciont  of  tho  Biot,  with  tho  rosult  thf  t  the  benofits 
of  constitutionc  1  governiunt  \/oro  nut  ruflized.  /jxd 
though  the  strte  of  rffrirs  \«;s  such  thet  thoro  v.e3  no 
Sense  of  security  in  nftioncl  defense  rs  described  rbevo, 
ovon  the  indispensr  bio  iiilitrry  budgut  va  a  drrsticrUy 
reduced  v.’ithout  the  undurst'-ndinc  of  tho  Arc^,  (reduction 
of  V  30,000,000  It  thft  tir;o)  rnd  the  /.rry's  ecuipi.ent  vyts 

let  in  the  pr--v;cr  stage  rs  over.  It  v/rs  then  ruriourod 
geHeri  lly  thrt  the  i.ilitrry  ruthoritios  were  rr  ther  tn- 
grossud  in  pler.sing  ctid  coi:]  rcnising  with  the  politicrl 
pertius.  Aucnwhilo  officers  end  x.en  v.'ore  forced  to  be 
contented  v>'ith  childish  training  ci.idst  such  c  glooiy 
situation.  /Jid  thu  Jrprnesu  people  were  given  tho  general 
ieprussion  thrt  the  luilltary  ruthorities  had  failed  to  do 
their  bust  in  the  DiscriXiUent  Conference  to  cxko  the  Powers 
cduquntuly  understand  the  real  state  of  rffrirs  in  our 
country,  lieentUie  a  policy  inconsi&terp^Rif;i^t|^^//^^i^-y;^fc^g/d^^^^ 
itental  rxrt  1  principles  of  our  country  *ra  put  in  force. 

.’a.d  the  /O’ly  itSelf  w.s  not  necessarily  upholding  the  basic  • 
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rrinciplt;  of  tho  ostr bllr):iwnt  of  tfo  rrr.:y.  VMlo  thouj'ht- 
ful  offlcors  v/^r-  dourly  roRr^-ttiny.  tho  slturtion,  sut- 
stentlflly  onu-thlid  of  tho  /rr.y  (ftout  53,000  p-irsons  in  t 
first  ,.’obuctlcn  t  uC  four  divisions  in  the  r  jcond  roduetion) 

WES  discrticid.  The  prostl20  of  offloors  v/es  socl«\lly  ct- 
lltoEftod  rad  lijorrlfpos  btjofuw  difficult  for  thoni.  On  tho 
othoT  hrnd,  tho  gulf  botv;oon  tho  rich  ena  the  poor  wldonid 
cioro  then  ovur;  pox-sons  of  youthful  rrdour  bogen  to  ourso 

tho  ccpltcllsts,  tho  f.utipethy  to  v/ard  tho  flncncit  1  circles 
end  tho  polltiorl  prrtlos  grow  cioio  rnd  c.oro  intense  end 
cry  rgeinst  tho  stc.tus  quo  bocciio  public  opinion,  Tho 
Leftists  t  nd  the  Kich.tlsts  though  differing  v/ith  ecoh  other 
in  rospoct  to  fundci.ontrl  ideology,  put  up  p  coririon  front 
in  tho  fdvocecy  of  tho  trorkdev.n  of  tho  strtus  quo.  Thus 
the  one  rf  n  in  the  direction  of  Coxir.unisri,  vthiio  the  other 
pursued  tho  course  of  »sclsu,  lenulno  nodorr  to  thought 
v/es  d-episod  t  s  lukov/r.rn  rna  its  pov/or  vrs  not  strong 
enough  to  be  rvcognlzod.  The  nuxiorcus  unfertunrito  inoldonts 
\;hich  occurred  succossivoly  thoroeftor  hrd  b^on  c^rr.lnf  ting 
boddst  such  b  stt  to  of  rfftirs.  The  young  officers  v/ho 
hto  t  lroEQy  (.v/ekoiiod  to  the  etc  to  of  soclsl  sfft  irs  but 
hsa  found  no  one  suong  the  /.llltriy  lot  dors  to  whoc.  thoy 

could  dlsclcsto  tholr  predict  liont ,  nr  turflly  sought  such 
non  froa  society  t.t  Ir  rg  .  /.pprot  chin/  pei-sons  in  thought 
circles  outside,  tho  iu-ay,  they  oxohtnged  views  on  current 
sfft irs  sad  unbosoaed  thwaSolveS,  Grrduslly  inclining  in 

PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.Org/doc/8  lb46d/ 

this  direction,  they  in  their  irreslstr bio  pure  heart  rnd 

youthful  rrdour,  tpprrently  resolved  not  to  rely  upon  help  ; 

froa  A.lthout  tut  to  do  ev/ry  v.ith  the  strtus  quo  by  their 

own  efforts,  ,'jxd  they  wore  rec.dy  to  Ir y  do\.n  their  liveS 

« 

for  the  erase,  I  hen  thrt  they,  hr  vinp.  detoralned  to 
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srorlfioc  t.’ olr  llvos,  crrud  llttlo  for  tholr  own  prdi.ctlon 
end  tho  volforc  of  tholr  hor  ua  end  ovon  vunt  so  far  as  to 
sv/oer  ciicng  thurswlvos  ”not  to  ontcr  the  /  rt.  •  Cronerol  Strff 
Collogo"  and  "not  to  tiarry."  Jhus  toward  thu  closo  the 
T'.ISIIO  lire,  it  Boor’js  that  tho  puro-hoertod  r  bio  yoiuir  cffloor. 
oxchangod, confldoncoB  tnong  tho  clr.ssirtos  r.nd  fornod  a  blood 
brothoiKood ,  I  at.  told  that  vhc,n  this  \ii.b  scontod  by  tho 
ullitery  authoritius,  th-y  wore  order jd  to  dissolve  the 
brethorheod  and  v;oie  put  under  strict  survolllanoo.  But  thea 
young  officers  who  had  already  made  acquaintance  with  thought 
circles  outside  the  aruy  v;ere  apparently  not  tranqulllzed. 

And  it  was  Judged  that  the  general  situation  was  gradually 
advancing  in  the  direction  of  breaking  dovm  the  status  quo, 
such  that  the  situation  became  more  and  more  serious. 

Thoughtful  persons  v/ho  had  sensed  this  tense  situation  d5 
tho'lr  utmost  to  prevent  the  outbreak  of  Innusplcious  events, 
by  devising  such  measures,  >/h.erever  they  could,  as  \;ould 
prevent  the  young  officers  from  fellinf?  into  dan‘*erous 
thoughts.  /Jid  cries  v/ere  raised  for  the  inculcation  of  Japenc. 
spirit  v;lthi  the  purpose  of  guiding  then  into  thought  based 
upon  true  Japanese  mercy  and  generosity. 

Amidst  such  e  situation  we  \  ere  visited  by  the  big  .J.'MvTC 
■Jarthquake.  Ifurther  stimulated  by  title  calrulty,  some  awoke 
to  their  worth,  while  others  abandoned  themselves  to  despair. 
For  Instance,  there  vas  such  an  unprecedented  case  as  the 
Joint  opposition  of  tho  officials  of  the  Rellv/oy  Ministry  and 
the  Justice  Ministry  against  the  reduction  of  their  salaries. 
This  is  enough  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the  government 
authorities  had  lost  their  prestige.  I'hile  our  country  was 
unc.3r  such  a  situation  for  more  the.n 

and  foreign  policies  failed  to  produce  satisfactory  results. 
The  sltuetion  grew  worse  end  worse  dey  after  day  from  the 
7AISH0  Jra  to  the  SHCi.’A  Ira.  The  agitation  in  naval  circles 
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•  accelerated  this  tendency,  .’hue  the  wide  ercy  and  navel 
circles  as  v.ell  cs  the  cenerel  public  \/as  filled  v.ith  this 
etmosphcie.  And  the  coiu'.try  vras  replete  v/ith  voices  crying 
loudly  for  security  of  livelihood  bolstering  of  national 
defence,  proiaotion  of  diplomacy,  and  purification  of  theusht. 
Spirited  youths,  be  they  students,  peosents,  or  soldiers,  all 
steadily  lost  presence  cf  nind.  /unidst  such  a  serious 
situation,  the  authorities  concerned  leclced  competent  guiding 
principles  en  and  failed  to  win  the  hearts  of  these  young 
people. 

Ey  the  fourth  or  fifth  year  of  SroV.’A,  this  situation  . 
reached  the  ignition  point,  to  the  great  apprehension  of 
thoughtful  persons.  As  the  situation  could  be  clerrly  Judged 
even  by  me,  who  \/bB  then  e  divisional  commander  in  e  provln- 
oiel  district,  one  oould  \/ell  understand  the  general  atmos¬ 
phere  in  the  central  quarters  in  the  metropolis.  As  v.as 
expected,  the  confusion  in  the  session  of  the  59th  Diet  seems 
to  have  served  as  the  impetus  for  en  explosion.  And  it  seems 
that  subsequent  political,  military,  end  financial  clrclas 
entered  a  period  of  great  reformation.  To  ell  appearance  they 
began  to  move  along  trackless  paths.  That  things  had  come  to 
such  a  pass  v/as  not  due  to  the  work  of  a  single  day.  i^oreover 
one  could  hardly  tell  who  were  to  blame  for  it.  Under  pessi¬ 
mistic  clroum&tancos,  with  troubles  from  v/lthin  and  •vithout, 
it  goes  without  saying  that,  except  those  who  were  mad  after 
fame  end  profit,  people  whe  \.ere  more  or  less  in  touch  with 
the  trend  of  internetlonel  affairs  and  anxioua  about  the 

PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.0rg/doc/8  lb46d/ 

future  of  their  country  oould  not  l.ave  remainod  idle  and 
passive  spectators,  Partloulcrly  in  the  case  of  innocent  end 
spirited  younp  men  who  were  not  old  enough  to  be  dlsoreot  in 
their  thought,  tho  fact  that  they  stood  up  to  secrifloe  and 
devote  themselves  to  the  cause  of  saving  their  country  was 
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tho  outoorae,  ol'  the  cheotlo  sltuctlon  t^et  preveiled  fron  the 


end  of  the  I'alsho  Jra  to  the  beginning  of  the  Shov^e  ii’a, 
although  such  en  action  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  moderete 
rightooua  path.  Indeed,  their  conduct  was  unpardonable,  bu^ 

I  think  v/e  should  be  generous  enough  to  sympathize  v;lth  thr. 
notivo.  It  could  be  probably  said  thxt  their  superiors  were 
duty  bound  to  put  thenselves  in  their  places  end  loed  them 
to  the  right  path.  In  a  \'orc,  that  tilings  had  come  to  such 
6  pass  might  \.'ell  be  attributed  to  tho  accumulation  of  variou 
causes  brought  about  by  tho  fact  that  the  reins  of  the  govorr 
ment  mgto  in  the  hands  of  men  vho  failed  to  take  a  ferslghtec 
viev.  of  the  general  trend  of  the  world  either  in  politics  or 
in  military  affairs  dui-ing  end  after  the  V  orld  \ar  1. 

Young  officers,  v<hose  eernest  opinions  could  hardly  bo 
appreciated  by  the  internal  military  authorities,  turned  to 
thought  circles  and  other  elements  outside  the  army  for 

v'ttut  t;>  their  a.  icon* 0.;^  .  to  all  • 

I 

ance  they  had  already  decided  to  secrifice  their  lives.  Vhc. 
they  perceived  tho  general  trend  of  the  army  after  the  59th 
session  of  the  Diet,  they  apparently  Joined  tho  middle-aged 
officers  of  the  central  military  circles,  and  tholr  actions 
became  visibly  ective  since  then. 

’'hon  I  vas  transferred  fron  tho  post  of  divisional 
comntndor  to  that  of  tho  Vlce-Inspector-Oonorcl  of  r'llitcry 
Training  end  arrived  in  TOirfO  Ip  August,  young  officers  in 
groups  frequently  visited  tho  Throe  CHofs  of  tho  Army  with 
petitions  for  tho  relief  of  the  country,  Host  of  thorn  wore 
young  officers  of  tho  Artillery  and  Jlnglnoorlng  ‘Sciricol  or 
roglmental  young  offlcors,  and  all  of  thorn  carried  petitions 

,  PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/81b46dl 

I  written  in  blood,  fmd  when  in  July  a  requlen  vas  held  in 
il  monory  of  Captain  Shintrro  lV.jCAIiUK/.,  v/ho  had  boon  murdered 
^  in  cold  bleed  by  Chinese  soldiers  in  the  Interior  of 

liAI.'CKURIA  during  his  tour  of  that  region  some  ten  odd  young 
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officers  ioide  out  t  lurge  I  leg  cl'  the  rising.,  sun  pt 


k 


v.’ith  fresh  b3ood  end  ii^'lstcd  it  ct  ths  c;(jir.*rial  sorvjoo  hall 
The  I'c-.clf  i.o/t'iea  of  si  zb  s  tri-r.d  cl  aifairs  os  ■'■his 
could  ro'  hw-^r.  a  •;c*cir  lioj.-sl  ty  e.fdirxry  lueir.rs.  in  IV-hVrJRI/i 
there  */ne  1'  .-^cni;  In  v-.icn  jro.’asns  vsere 

perseci; •: >j  1  'i'y  tnci  ».  follcA’cl  by  the 

Ir nch ir I-.;:  Irc’u.rt.  ;.,.f  oh  r.  ',:y  th»  so-of31od  Oaooher  Tncid«. 

the  sscr.'ife  jic-Ve  sirisua  then  ever.  Although 

I  v»us  OjO--  v„  ie-  '•■£»'»  ■**•.  ,•■  •  u-'.i  a  l  C'f  ir*,."'-!  t^ry  Trslrlng 

and  had  l-.tllt;  dlrse'"  r-  Lf.o'or.  •<•  th  iuter.iMtionfll  effalrs 
and  other  pcjoiirel  ;v  trees,  f3!<-  csnsluvrc  hie  utteiiticn  to 
the  thou&h/  pi  obl'.ru  ••nd  felt  it.  leccos^ry  to  trico  the  follow- 
ing  Items  Intc  considers t: on  to  pacify  the  siturticn,  "hllc 
I  \oa  studying  ]  o*i  to  cepu  vith  tna  situation,  Ihc  iV.nohurlai 
slturtlon  wont  on  expanding  and  our  country  moved  on  toward 
e  crisis,  /.aldtt  auch  increasing  crisis,  throe  months 
elapsed,  when  I  vies  c  t  pcjjired  •'or  1  Tin  1  at  or.  Thereupon  I  trli 
to  put  the  following  plans  into  pr.nctice  in  order  to  rectify 
and  purify  thought . 

1.  To  moke  the  officers  end  men  self-ccnacious  of  the  basic 
principle  cl  the  jstr.hii3!:.iiunt  of  our  army  es  r  mornl 
entity. 

2.  To  demand  of  thr'S.:  in  i!  .r-ge  rf  pclleioal  affairs  to 

c.dirtinl.stor  th-;  ■atr.tr:  :rtr.  i.r--  •  i  r.i.c  nr  dance  with  the  basic 
pi  i .iC  . p>le  cf  cur  cc ne .■  Itur "?  . 

3.  fc  •"•J-.r.g  up  tuiulc.rsi  ii;l.r.ce  >ie  I'.eot  to  the  level  of 
l.crld  r  i. 

4.  To  vltciiwo  dip  1cm.  cy  so  as  to  stabilize  the  Far  2eot 
and  prouoty  i.nternct j.orn] 

To  hevo  thoa  I  inoncrge  of  eo.-iomic  affairs  dollLciate 
on  the  rationalize  tun  of  industrios  in  aceordenoe  with 
our  netic-r.i'i  structure. 

To  atabllizu  pecjlu's  livelihood,  uspeoielly  the  relief 
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ol  rural  «  nd  llehxng  conamui  s  . 


7.  To  rectify  Riid  thoi’eit- 

in  full  blast  f.r.d  styeaiJy  oxpc;v*.cc.  d'_y  alter  doy,  so  .fl' 
that  if  left,  to  trky  its  ov/n  course,  it  v.cv.ld  thr^.-ten 
stcbility  of  tho  fur  *iut  no  it  vto  a”G^*--ly  njcoo^u- / 
restoro  order  end  atop  the  fi^l-’-i’e.  I’oroupon  it  vrr.s  Jocidca 
to  rcoify  thu  cituotion  by  urif ^tov--rr.4t.,.T; 
policy  so  as  to  speedily  duel  ..iU-:  t-To  problem  without  rui.r.ine 
into  treckloos  paths.  /  i.d  i  the  ermy  I  instructions  to 

young  officers  to  net  in  accordrnoc  with  tho  underlying 
principle  of  tho  08tc.blish4nunt  of  the  array,  vrarning  them 
ogeinst  rashnoss  end  edvisiny  thorn  to  dovoto  thorastlvoa  to 
their  duties  as  a  morel  ontity.  And  we  mc-de  the  superiors 
indlviduully  dlsouede  tho  infatuated  young  oflicers  froia 
oomolttlng  rush  fcts,  end  wo  did  our  best  to  transfer  tho 
rtdicel  ulemor.ts  snong  ti-.o  raiddle-sgod  ol  floors  from  tho 
central  posts  to  Hold  posts,  whore  they  woro  assigned  to  tho 
training  of  troops.  At  that  timo  the  Blood  Leuguo  Incident 
occurrodfron  among  tho  civilians  but,  fortunately,  no  young 
officers  voro  lurod  into  this  incident.  Thu  young  officers 
who  hod  teen  reported  at  tha.t  time  ca  having  decided  to  do 
things  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  cs lined  down.  Subsquently 
some  of  then  entered  thu  Arni'  Oenertl  Staff  ColloGC^, 
others  ma.rriod.  They  sv'oro  not  to  appeal  to  illogal  moons. 
And  not  a  einclo  young  army  officer  pcrticiprtcd  in  the 
oonsplraoy  and  actual  assassination  of  Iremlur  im.Cl,  which 
took  place  in  liy.  It  la  rurlly  regrottr.blo,  however,  tiiot 
some  students  of  tho  ililitury  Academy  v/e|j^]tjj(‘jjjy^^^^jt|3j 

.  .  .  .  _  _  _  .♦  4- . 


part  in  tho  assassination,  which  participation  wt-o  regretted 
by  tho  ycun-g  olficers  also.  Thenceforth  the  yoiuig  officers 
quieted  down  for  thu  tliie  being.  Sxcsptcin  l.m.NU'u.,  one  of 
the  ringleaders  of  the  February  26th  Indldont,  entered  tho 
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ret;,ard&  thought,  theta  to  iiuch  oonfusion  at 
that  tlno  that  it  ijuy  \'cll  be  called  the  afee  of  civil  ware 
in  thought.  3o,  in  order  to  jpevont  the  young  officers 
from  beocuing  ultrp-Leftists  or  ultra-nif.htlsts,  and  also 
to  oheCK  them  from  being  dazzled  by  frscistlo  thought  v;hii 
was  then  vigorously  advocated,  v/e  did  our  beat  to  stabilise 
this  turbulent  thought  through  the  following  meBaurea; 
Clarification  of  our  nctional  structure;  observance  of 
Imyerlf 1  Rescripts  and  the  Laperial  lindates'  mutual  aa- 
sistmee  in  the  spirit  of  hourly  friendship  based  on  the 

Imperial  wishes  of  enabliner  each  individual  to  have  his 
proper  plrce  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  mercy  end 
generosity;  reforntition  of  indolent  people  through  dili¬ 
gence  and  rearing  them  in  the  tirgniflcent  freedom  of  nature 

through  "riOIl-IT.’.:?.''  (Spirit  of  the  Divine  Virtue  that 
crested  the  Universe).  That  is  the  spirit  based  on  the 
divine  will  of  crertlon  end  evolution  through  unforced, 
natural  tonevolei.ee  —  free  natural  life  Itself,  which  is 
the  oouri’*?  ter.evvJjiil  u.'.arity  rad  ot'cioi  .irfcuo.- 

it  is  the  vary  spirit  in  s^hioh  wo  recognize  the  essence  of 
the  divine  spirit  of  the  Goddess  Founaer  of  our  *JnFlre; 
service  to  the  cooperative  social  life  through  the  milk 
of  hULrfn  kindness  and  austere  sense  of  honour;  observation 
of  tho  luporial  Rescript,  \/hioh  v/as  granted  at  the  time  of 
the  accession  to  the  Throne  of  His  iV  <esty  the  .^iperor. 


for  the  piomction  of  friendship  in  diploiv  tic  relations, 
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and  tPereby  intain  v.-orld  peace,  and  promote  tho  j 

of  end  the  entabllshnent  of  the  foundation  of 

•  « 

peace  by  iro..'ctiur  Oriental  culture  and  harmonizing  and 
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rdjufitij'g  *Astefn  rnd  lestern  cultureo  t.’ rou^h  t\n  r6.>y  - 
tlon  of  the -vooa  points  of  tl-e  letter,  vith  whlc/i  Ic  ext  It 
the  Jrjitnese  spirit,  ’.e  emphtsi^ed  this  pro,:raiii  on 
ooooalon,  ana  fosterod  it  not  only  eiaong  young  officers 
but  rlso  the  rruy  rt  Ifrge,  thereby  xielclns,  thea  obeerve 
the  underlying  principle  of  the  estcblisJuaor.t  of  the  ;a*ay, 
ijid  since  uiany  of  the  points  w.>:ioh  oiu*  .'jay  h'd  adopted 
from  the  Oornen  systen  since  the  i  olji  Restcraticn  wore 

aouotlmos  found  to  be  inconpetible  v/lth  the  beslo  principle 
of  the  eatetlisjfient  of  the  ’drny,  wo  admonished  the  young 
officers  to  become  n  true  rrpfuese  .'j*ay  for  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  tj!e  Infer  lei  v/ay,  t  .d  to  return  to  the  true 

Jcprnese  .jr.y  by  extricating  themselves  from  the  'terrirn 

%  . 

mlllttry  type. 

In  our  country,  up  to  this  tine,  vyhenever  thinys  erne 
to  en  imprse.e,  v.e  hrve  regained  stebllity  by  servin';  frith- 
fully  in  obedience  to  the  Inperlel  wishes  and  in  accordance 

with  the  spirit  of  the  lu]  erli  1  v/lshes.  Yukichl  Flh.UZ 
who  V.T.S  reiuted  to  be  l  liberallat,  v.-rote  rs  follows  in 
his  "iSaocy  on  the  Tmperlfl  Household”  in  about  the  15th 
Year  of  heiji  (lfl82): 

”0ur  Imperial  Household  is  c  jjem  unbleralshed 
from  tiue  immemorial.  Under  ana  airaidat  its  hrllll»nt 
rays  wo,  the  Japanese  people,  hrvo  maintained  our 
social  order.  This  prociouc  gem  should  neither  be 
touched  nor  its  center  disturbed.. 

Household  moderated  the  friction  in  the  people’s 
pclltlofl  ojinlons;  it  restrained  and  directed  the 
spirit  of  scldlers  end  sailors  to  the  rlrht  psth;  it 
promoted  nobility  of  character  ell  over  the  country 
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by  rewerdln',  dutiful  chlldron  end  chrote  wonen;  by 
settin^  en  exrraple  of  holding'  locrnlng  in  lu?h  osteyra 
and  exfltiiif,  cillitary  j>ov<ar,  It  larde  the  loernlae  of 
our  Jfpp.n  imlej-ondent,  resoued  our  arts  from  ruin, 
end  thus  incret sod  the  weclth  of  olvlllzation.  Indeed 
so  p'ett  end  noble  are  its  ohr rite  bio  r  ets  that  they 
oennot  be  rdoc,uately  described." 

Dr.  Hldeyo  i.OlUCin  who  v/eo  educated  in  the  Ignited 
States  end  was  well  knov.n  rs  a  scientist  end  br ctorlologist, 

seid  as  follows  (accordins  to  his  biof,rephy):  "Fo.ctunrtely, 
there  hfs  been  c  strict  douirrcctloh  between  the  2mporor 
end  the  subjects  during  the  pest  ton  odd  centuries.  Since 
the  relrtlon  bet^•eon  the  two  hrs  been  the  srmo  es  that  be- 
tv/een  pt  rents  end  children,  there  is  no  possibility  of  any 
nihilists  or  otl.or  such  olomonts  appte.riuc  in  our  country.. 
Suppose  p  pov/orful  country  .destroyed  our  country,  there 
would  bo  no  telllnt^  \/hrt  kind  of  race  the  Japanese  people 
would  boceme.  In  rll  probability,  they  would  become 
inooDJi f  i’ably  worse  then  ulhilists  of  today  end  turn  into 
en  extremely  dt ngercua  nation.  It  is  our  greatest  blessing 
th(  t  v/e  hrve  a  nations  1  structure  which  is  unchongerble 
through  all  the  ageb," 

It  has  been  custom/ ry  from  time  ixamtmorlal  for  the 
J/penese  people  to  look  up  to  the  Imperial  Household  in 
response  to  the  call  to  return  to  true  Japan  in  r  period 
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of  disunity,  as  was  the  case  in  those  days,  .’jid  by  doing 
so  our  people  rlv.aya  succeeded  in  bre/king  down  old  evil 
customs.  Therefore,  to  pledge,  in  such  en  age  of  turmoil, 
ferity  to  tl.o  Inperl/ 1  I'ousohold,  and,  in  obedience  to 
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the  Iraperlr  1  V/ill  vith  horrt  fnd  scul,  to  omphosizo  tl:o 
''Jf.prnoco  ”ry"  in  ordci’  not  to  to  raisfuid*30  froti  tho  cpth 
of  hunrnlty,  is  rptLoi  tho  ncrticl  lord  to  jorce  tnd  the 
only  \.ry  to  prevont  ciisturtt-ncos  Tho  question  of  clriif/- 
Ing  tho  nctionc.l  structure  sprunc  frosi  tore  rnd  tho  quostion 
of  "Jtptnaso  Spirit"  rrose  hero,  To  locerd  this  rs  drnger- 
ous,  uxtreuo  netionrliSLi  or  to  t&sujio  it  to  to  the  premise 
of  millterisn  is,  unfortunt toly,  duo  to  tho  fret  thot  they 
do  not  under str.nd  the  "Greet  Hord"  of  our  country.  Such  c 
view  is  wide  of  .the  tirrk.  This  misuncerstc  ndlny  on  the  prrt 
of  the  v;orld  v/es  perhaps  crused  by  tho  speeches  of  indis¬ 
creet  persons  rnd  of  the  op]  ortunittee  who  scuf-ht  nonentrry 
plucsuro  therefrom.  It  is  tho  stmo  v;ith.  tho  term  "F.'.Kiro- 
ICI’I-U"  (T.IT.  Univorsfl  Prothorhood,  litorclly  oip-ht  corners 
i.'ider  one  roof)  The  origin  cl  this  texm  ''ri.IJX  ICh'i-U’ 
ern  be  trreed  brek  to  Chinr.  This  vord  v.te  quoted  fo  *  the 
first  tine  in  Jrpnn  \/hen  the  Siaporor  JII-IU  pronulpcted  his 
luperisl  Hescriit  on  the  occasion  of  tho  estf blishmcnt  of 
the  Iiijerirl  ci  jitrl  i  t  lur shiv.rre .  I  humbly  interpret  thet 
tho  .iuperor  expoundea  the  spirit  of  universal  brotherhood 
by  follo\;lnn  the  herverly  psth  of  Justice  end  cultivating 
righteousness,  end  that  ho  shov.'ed  us  tho  niesning  of  homelike 
friendship  end  poaco,  .’.ccordingly,  not  the  slightest  degree 
of  the  sense  of  eggrossiun  or  uxclusion  is  Involved  in  this 


torn.  Nor  wrs  tho  Imperirl  policy  of  the  !.'eiji  Restoration 
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exclusive,  solf-riphteous ,  or  despotic.  The  "laperor  K'oijl 
instructed  that  all  measures  should  bo  decided  by  public 
opinion,  tdvlsod  that  Icnov  lodge  should  be  sou<iht  extensively 
pll  over  the  vorld,  and  also  taut'ht  that  each  person  be 
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given  his  j-Toror  plf  co  rnd  pcrnittud  to  fulfill  his  ov/n 
v/ishos,  ’.ocordln,  ly ,  I  luribly  yuoss  thrt  his  august  will 
v;c.s  to  rcgrrd  thu  pooplo  as  thu  brsis  of  tho  state  ("tnral 
o  noto  to  Shi*-),  rcs*  oat  both  Cccidontal  culture,  Griontcl 

culture,  tnO  search  for  thu  truu  path  of  world  perce  under 
the  hrmony  of  those  cultures,  IiiOeod,  1  believe  that  this 
wc  8  the  groft  wry  by  v/hich  i!is  Itjesty  the  riujoror  could 


save  the  country  out  of  tioublea  into  \.’hlch  it  hrd  fallen 
after  ’i.orld  Uer  I  and  to  five  pwfce  to  the  people.  But  v;e 
should  be  on  cur  {.ufrd  fgainst  those  who  are  apt  to  rashly 

take  fdvfnt£^:e  of  tho  siturtion  or  undertake  novelties 
v/ithout  discretion.  j.s  such  t;un  are  tho  very  eleUunts  who 

endanger  the  country  rnd  hara  tho  v<orld,  it  is  nucessary 

to  difforentir to  rnd  discern  then. 

Here  I  tiust  venture  to  say  another  \.ord  about  the 
spirit  of  the  ostr bllshnunt  of  our  .*.rny.  Lookin’  back,  I 
observe  that  p  great  rxny  of  the  cultun  1  things  which  we 
hcvu  today  v/ore  patterned  after  these  of  .jiurica,  Enrlond, 
Oernany,  and  r’rtnce  at  the  tliiu  of  the  I.ulji  BuStoretion, 
^Ssfuciclly  our  'jny  and  lavy  v/oru  aodolled  after  those  of 
Goraeny,  P'rance  and  Jn.:,lrud,  HoweVor  since  the  spirit  of 
tho  ostcblishnent  of  our  .'a-ny  calls  for  not  only  the  mastery 
of  ruilitrry  strategy  and  trotics,  but  also  thv.. manifests tion 

of  the  benevolent  ’’I'HOII UT.  1 J.”  spirit,  v/h.ich  is  our  Imperial 
’■'ey,  the  field  of  vision  of  tho  .Jciy  extends  to  tho  security 
of  the  pooplo's  livelihood  end  internrtional  fidelity,  in 


addition  to  iiationcl  defense,  ri'rtlculri  1^;^  beer uSe  most  of 
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the  consci  ipts  cone  from  the  rurt  1  coimiunlties  while  most 


of  the  officers  cone  fro.u  the  cities,  their  field  of  Interest 
includes  not  only  rillltrry  rx-tters,  but  rlso  larny  other ’aotl- 
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vitlca,  T^o^'•.h  Mllltr.ry  strc  t  j^y  f  nd  trctics  should  not 


bo  ny<.lcctvd  sinco  th«^y  i’oru  the  bf  sic  duty,  th-  .  rmy 
should  inst-rd  ol  ciiiin-  rt  li-jhtir.G,  cherish  the  dosiro 
to  check  troubles  to  the  ulr.iiaUia  through  its  virtue  tnd 

inlluenco,  vithout  bloodshed  or  fighting.  Heroin  lies  t' 
lundrnenttl  difrerenco  betv/oen  the  JtprneSe  .'jajy  ond  the 
Gercit.n  v.'hose  chief  object  is  to  fight.  His  lir.JeSty 

the  jlfjjeror  hes  shov/n  in  the  luperiol  lindfte  the  peths 
of  justice  tnd  luxurnity,  t.na  t  Iso  trught  thet  sincerity 
is  the  1  irst  principle.  Our  r:rny  is  not,  rnd  sliould  not 
be,  v/erlike  or  r.f,£ressive.  This  is  the  ref.son  why  I  have 
continued  to  cry  out  to  our  .'jiij'  to  f-t  rid  of  the  "erincn 
nilitcry  spirit  rnd  to  revert  to  rni/rny  vhich  cots  in 
pccoidrnc;)  \.ith  the  underlying  principle  of  the  estcblish- 
pient  of  the  iT'^]fneSe  Jrriy, 

Our  politics,  diploriccy,  rnd  economy  should  in  rccor- 
dsnce  v.’ith  the  EfUe  principle,  pursue  th-  policy  of  re¬ 
specting  ecch  other's  chnircter  rnd  encbling  eCch  country 
to  lifVe  its  propel’  plfCeS  rnd  fulfill  its  ov.n  i.isheo.  It 
should  be  brought  hone  to  our  people  thr  t  they  should 

never  be  sweyed  by  frue  rnd  profit  only.  The  ccsoe  which 
I  ht  Vo  ueiitioned  rre  to  conprehenslve  in  scope  thrt  the 

Rbove  description  is  ftr  froa  coiapleto.  ;.t  rny  rrto,  in 
tcoordtnoe  v.lth  the  policy  I  hf  Ve  described  cbove,  I  tried 

to  i  rouse  Self-lntrospection  rnd  Self-rei leCtion  in  vfcrious 
circles,  Ko.'ever,  inr.siiuch  rs  the  siturtion  wt.s  such  thf  t 
the  people  lire  r  Irer.dy  be'corie  sick  of  the  strgnnnt  strto 
of  politics  rnd  loot  hoje,  the  explosfHMP^i(!;M'lf 
cl  sentinents  grve  rise  to  t  public  opinion  vhich  becerne 
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so  lnl’luv.ntlr  1  rs  to  prcp>^l  tho  .Ji./,  .ixt^rnrlly,  tpo 
i/Tichurltn  Incldv-nt  v.e.s  stv. ’.s  in  thv^  Cfso 

o:'  tlio  collopso  of  tho  ».'■•'<&  of  F.  e.rcKt  riV'.r,  no  ono  hrnd 
could  check  this  tciidenoy.  If  soao  prc]  covncer  ritr.surus 
had  bouii  rdop'Oed  tovLid  the  or.o  of  lilie  itisii  l.^'v  *<;■  Pt  tha 
bo-Linning  ei’  th^  S;.ovt.  Lt  thu  .Utost,  rony  ir:'vif.p.x'’.3  0us 
events  trd  i  i  rftr'jo  coulc'.  ha’ o  taon  rr^v..r.teti  .  Bjt  It  is 
Very  roFrjttr ble  tlirtjthe  oplu-ens  <.f  :ir  sighted  p-rsens 
'  v/viro  not  fcceptec,  by  tho  i  uti'Cr'. tios  cojieeicedj  tor- 

r-ntidl  current  iioved  on  its  nr  turc  1  cou.'sc  ,•  .'.s  I  n..w  look 
btok  upon  the  by-rone  dtys,  I  cp-nnot  hilj  foFl.\ri£  ve.-y  very 
sorry  thet,  if  rien  ff  ithful  to  thu  I/Tericl  '.V>  hrd  t^rv-d 

Ft  tl  o  Ii'.perif  1  Court,  if  v.ise  J ntollisunt  pevPons  \  ho 
could  See  through  the  gencrel  tren*'  of  the  tineS  h^d  existed 
tuony  the  stctcai.ien,  if  there  hrd  been  in  the  rovj.rnii.g 
body  of  tho  .  ruy  geiierrls  v.ho  understood  \/oil  the  Orest 

Princit  lo^  the  establi sh/Uiit  of  the  .,iuy,  rnd  il  greet 
business  ii\tt  \/ho  cou.Ia  r.ni  lyzo  the  essence  oi  eoo  *ciry  hnd 
oxisbtid  ir  the  fiivnuicl  \/orld,  v.e  iiipht  hfVe  been  rble  to 

proVent  the  roots  of  theSe  eVlls. 

\ 

its  the  co.uriottou  inside  the  iJ..iy  is  v/ell  rs  rwonp 
young  of  f ic  ,rs  ct  rao  to  r  lull.  «  brief  poi  iod  of  tranquil¬ 
lity  i'.'ljOW<d.  i.s  for  the  Irnchv.risn  lucid  rt,  P'.llltrry 
operctions  csiie  CO  on  end  v/i  on  the  xi  npku  Irct  v.t  s  conclu¬ 
ded  in  .'iy  1933.  So  vre  ooncontrotod  our  energy  on  rerliz- 
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ing  other  npttors  f nd  tried  to  lesd  the  radlcrl  tr^nd  to- 
vwrd  s  iioderrtu,  tenperrto  direction.  Foi.’eycr,  not  srtis- 
fied  vtith  this  nefsure,  v.-hich  \;rs  re  rrded  cs  lukev.T.rn, 
the  "  illl.  ("Divine  Soldiers’  Unit")  rosj  up  in 

Iky  1933,  oiiiin..-  c.t  essr.  iurtinp,  hi^'h  renking  govorment 


.  J  ’itl^ 

authorities,  Including  layself.  Ko  .’rrij'  officers  v.ore  In¬ 
volved  In  this  case.  iTioiu  about  the  t  tliue  si, -ns  of  crrduel 
cllerif.tlon  v;ore  observed  between  the  younjj  .a'uy  officers 
and  the  staff  of  the  oontiel  io-uy  Hef.dqut rters. 

31ncv  the  eiid  of  the  iicnchuricn  Incident  In  the  suumer 
of  1933}  v;-j  tried  to  foster  dlplo.ircy,  crrry  out  the  relief 
of  the  iursl  cc/inunitles  end  fishing  vlllrgos,  end  to  en¬ 
force  oonstltutloj*el  2over;uiont  through  harmonious  action 
between  the  Diet  rnd  the  Goveriuiunt ,  In  thv.  cuturm  of 
the  sane  yePr,  the  lllnlster  concerned  held  several  mootings 
to  discuss  chiefly  dlploriacy  end  tho  probluiii  of  rural  con- 
nunltlos,  'a’tor  tho  general  outlines  had  been  duclded, 
propr rations  Wv.ro  ivdo  to  submit  then  to  tho  Diet,  Mean¬ 
while  I  had  been  tlilnklng  of  proposlnft  r  world  peooe*  con¬ 
ference  to  doclde  upon  tho  fundanentnl  policies  for  usteb- 
llshlng  peace,  Inclualng  the  Eettleciont  of  thvj  linchurlen 
irobleii.  But,  falling  111  on  tho  Ilew  Year's  iJay  of  193ik^- 
I  resigned  fron  thvj  post  of  Vtr  Minister  In  the  latter  pert 
of  January,  so  I  could  not  realize  nj'  Intentions.  There¬ 
after  the  situation  gro\/  worse  In  svery  direction.  Some 
persons  v/ont  so  for  as  to  slander  oveii  no.  During  tho 
years  1934  ond  1935  there  again  occurred  clash  of  opinion 

within  the  .'aaiy,  rnd  It  soeUed  that  young  officers  were  at 
odds  \(lth  staff  of  the  Central  .jn>'  Ileadcurrters.  In  con- 
Sequonco  the  tables  >/ere  turned  and  resulted  In  the  Febru¬ 
ary  26th  Incident,  /.ftcr  thpt  Incident,  the  tide  turned 
pnd,  recording  to  ny  Judgnont,  It  seens  that  things  develop¬ 
ed  along  tho  lino  of  thourht  held  by  the  staff  of  the  Cen4 
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trrl  .'vrr-.y  Hea  dcurrtors. 


Durln'i,  tho  tv  o  years  1934  rnd  1935,  the  Illlltary 
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..crdutiy  Incidunt,  tho  trrriEfur  of  G^n^rc  1  fron  the 

poet  of  In6pc0toi-Gv.nurt.l  of  Ifilitfry  Training  rerroSontn- 
tions  by  younc  offici-rs  concoviiini  tho  purge  of  the  Arny 
end  the  Incident  (nurdor  of  ’>  jor-Gencrel  yG'.T.'., 

Director  of  thtt  Bur{;ru  of  illlitt’ry  '.ffr-irs  by  Lt.  Col. 
MZ””.)  occurred  Fuccossivoly,  At  Irst  theSv-  led  to  the 
lllorrl  fction  cf  Iho  Februfiy  26th  Incident,  to  our  greet 
regrut ,  Iloenv.hllu,  cur  Army  rone  in ud  in  tho  stPto  of  pie- 
v;e.i  typo.  Dvon  efter  tl.o  li-nchurirn  Incident  hrd  erison, 
thei’e  vyf  c  0  plen  for  oboli&hinp  tv/o  divislor.a.  And,  rs 

ff.r  rs  I  know,  thoro  v;£  &  positively  no  such  feet  as  that 
tho  .‘jia;/  \;orked  out  r  p.lfn  of  rsgrooslon,  or  that  it  ex- 
pendud  f  rriEiUents  from  the  uilitfristlc  point  of  vi  jw.  The 
Ic.ct  v.r  s  rather  contrary  to  this.  \/e  rutljer  l  ult  appre¬ 
hension  over  the  vjotk  mjtieonts.  Ajid  I  havo  not  hoard  thr 
yount  officers  ontortaineCi  suen  sinister  designs.  Accord 
Ing  to  ay  JudpHeiit,  all  tlrt  they  rimed  at  and  planned  v.r. 
intorna  1  roi  on  is , 

Since  \'hrt  I  h.rvo  v.ritteii  f  bevo  concerns  eVents  of 
about  fiftoon  yeers  a.ro,  \fhich  I  h^vo  Jotted  do\  n  by  re- 
traoin{T  ny  j.eriory,  there  is  r.ucl  to  bo  deSired,  but  I  tri 
sure  tlft  the  outlino  rs  ;,iven  hi;iu  is  correct. 


yebrup.ry  19i»6. 
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